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We read the case report by Wang and colleagues [1] with great interest. The authors linked persistent mental symptoms of the patient with rabies encephalitis. However, we think that the points listed below should be explained more clearly before this diagnosis can be confirmed.
1) The incubation period of rabies is only three days. It was not mentioned which body part was bitten by the dog. If the bite was close to the central nervous system, it would be especially important for development of rabies. We think that the bite could be a coincidental event unrelated to the subsequent mental symptoms. • 327 •
Dr. Wang responds
We thank Drs. Gozdas and Hatipoglu for their comments on our case report. The patient had been bitten on the back of the hip while using a squat toilet so the bite was near the base of the spine. This location is consistent with a rapid onset of symptoms. Unfortunately, no information was obtained about the dog at the time; wild dogs are not unusual in some parts of rural China.
The rabies antibody was identified using an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) which is a standard method for confirming the rabies diagnosis. There were no other abnormal findings in the cerebrospinal fluid findings, but the herpes simplex virus was not assessed, so this possibility cannot be definitively excluded.
The patient was a healthy young man prior to the dog bite which occurred 6 years before he presented to our hospital. He was given antipyretics 3 days after the bite at a local rural hospital; we expect, but cannot confirm, that he was also given glucocorticoids at this time. If that is the case, this may have suppressed the inflammatory response until he got to the tertiary hospital (1 month later) where he was given antiviral treatment. This may help explain why the rabies infection was not fatal.
Given the close association of the dog bite with the onset of symptoms and the confirmation of rabies infection using ELISA, we conclude that the cerebral atrophy identified on MRI and the associated psychological symptoms are most probably the residual effects of rabies encephalitis. 
